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  Maid of Honor Speech 1 - Sisters (Close) 

Two peas  in a  pod.  Thick as thieves.  T ight  kni t .  Close as c lose can be.  Of al l  the terms 

and  cl ichés tha t  descr ibe our  re lat ionships,  I  th ink the word “s is ter” sa ys i t  bes t .  I f  Dad 

t ickled me,  you would laugh.  I f  Mo m feed you chi l i ,  I  would throw i t  up .  When I  scraped 

my knee,  you needed  a bandage too.  When you fel t  happy,  i t  made me smi le .  And when 

you go t  mar r ied today I  cr ied tears  o f joy wi th you.  Because  tha t  i s  what  i t  means to  be a  

si s ter .  

 

How wonder ful  i t  is  to  see that  you found the perfect  man for  you.  I  was  proud to  stand 

by your  s ide when you said  “I  do.” You took a b ig  s tep towards your  future  today,  and,  

in  turn,  gave me the gi ft  of a  new bro ther .  The  fun t imes  we shared dur ing your  

engagement and  the  happiness  o f this day br ing us even c loser  together .  So now when 

Dad t ickles me,  you wi l l  s t i l l  laugh and  (groom) may wonder  what you are up to .  I f  you 

eat  Mom’s chil i ,  I  may ge t  hear tburn too.  And i f  e i t her  one  of us i s  in pain,  we wi l l  

a lways  be there to  co mfort  each other .  

Congra tulat ions  to  my p laymate,  my confidant ,  my s is ter ,  my fr iend.  

 

 

 

 

  Maid of Honor Speech 2 - To Big Sister 

To my big s is ter  (br ide) ;  you were a lways  there to  lead the way for  me.  When  we were 

l i t t le  gi r l s ,  you taught me how to make mud p ies  and kept  me fro m ea ting them. You 

stuck up for  me when I  was  bul l ied on the playground.  You showed my around  on my 

f irs t  day of school  and helped me wi th  my homework.  

 

You taught me how to put  on ma keup and paint  my nai ls .  You sho wed me how to dance 

and  kiss boys  and a l l  the other  cool  things you learned fro m your  teen magazines.  You 

covered for  me when I  came in  la te  f rom a date and  counseled me through my f ir st  crush.  

 

Even when you went away to  sc hool,  you were s t i l l  looking out  for  me; forsaking sleep 

or  class or  par t ies to  take my ca ll s  and trave ling many mi les to  be ho me for  my bir thday.  

And today you are st i l l  leading the way;  shining a l ight  on the path o f  love and marr iage,  

showing me how it s  done and,  sometimes,  what  not  to  do .  

 

As you begin this  new chapter  in your  l i fe ,  I  wi l l  s t i l l  look to  you for  guidance  because 

you helped me ge t  this  far .  Ho w blessed I  am to  have a b ig si ster  l ike  you!  
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 Maid of Honor Speech 3 - To Little Sister 

When you were f ir st  born,  Mom told me I  adored you.  She said  I  wanted  to  hold you and 

feed you and  kiss you every chance I  go t .  Mom sa id I  couldn’t  take me eyes  o ff you.  

Then we got  a  l i t t le  older  and you star ted  to  annoyed  me.  I  couldn’t  go anywhere wi thout  

taking you along.  I f  you cr ied ,  I  got  the  blame.  I f  we were fighting,  I  had to  give in f ir st .  

Sometimes I  wondered why we couldn’t  j ust  ge t  r id  o f  you.  Mo m and Dad laughed when 

I  suggested we jus t  leave you at  church or  in a  res taurant .  

 

Then we got  a  l i t t le  old er  and I  was gra teful  we didn’t  leave you behind.  You sta r ted  to  

come in  handy and  didn’t  annoy me as much.  You were  good for  p laying Barbies and  

board games.  You would  eat  almost  anything to  impress my fr iends  during a  s leepover .  I  

could pract ice  put t ing my makeup on you.  I  even l iked  i t  when you would come into my 

room and si t  wi th  me when I  was  sad,  even though I  to ld  you to  go  away.  

 

Then we got  a  l i t t le  older  and I  missed you whi le  I  was in co llege.  I  was actua lly exc ited 

to  see you on hol idays  and dur ing the summer .  I  l iked  ta lking about  classes and  

boyfr iends and po li t ics  and  how to ge t  more  spending money out  o f Mom and Dad.  

 

Yes,  I ’m glad we kept  you.  Otherwise I  wouldn’t  have been able  to  share in the 

exci tement o f your  engagement,  the  s i l ly games we p layed at  your  br ida l  shower,  and a l l  

the laughter  during your  bachelore t te  par ty.  I  would  not  have been ab le to  watch you 

marry (groom) today and celebra te  wi th both of  you at  this  wonder ful  par ty.  

Congra tulat ions  l i t t le  s i s ,  and  thank you Mom and Dad for  not  l i stening to  me al l  those 

years ago.  

 

 

 

  

Maid of Honor Speech 4 - Sister (Not So Close) 

How beaut i ful  you are in that  gorgeous whi te  gown.  Ho w happy you looked  walking 

down the ais le .  How tender  your  fi rs t  kiss dur ing the ceremony.  Ho w sweet  your  fi r st  

dance wi l l  be as husband and wife.  As I  watch you dr ink champagne  and  eat  your  

wedding cake ,  I  see the  joy in your  eyes.  I f  I  reach out ,  I  can almost  physical ly touch 

between you and (groom) and a l l  o f your  fami ly and  fr iends gathered here today.  I  wis h I  

could bot t le  that  love,  wrap i t  up wi th  pret ty paper  and a  bow, and give i t  to  you as a  

wedding gi f t .  

 

Then you could take i t  out  on a rainy Saturday and be r ight  back here ,  in  this p lace,  

eat ing and laughing and dancing wi th everyone.  But  I  don’t  th in k you’l l  need such a  

bott le .  The reminders o f  this  specia l  day wi l l  be al l  around you: in the photo album on 

your  coffee  tab le,  in the  picture frame hanging over  your  fi replace,  and in the shining 

band  you wear  on your  f inger  every day.  Use these reminders  a  source of  comfort  and 

strength dur ing the hard  t imes .  And le t  them br ing a br ighter  smi le to  your  faces in t imes 
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of happiness.  

Congra tulat ions  to  you and (groo m)!  
 

Maid of Honor Speech 5 - Cousin/Family Member 

I  have some words o f advice for  my cousin ( br ide)  and my new cousin (groom) .  Jus t  a  

few t ips to  get  the  mo st  out  o f your  wedding gi f t s:  

 Every t ime you l ight  a  candle  in those si lver  candlest icks from our  grandparents,  c lose 

your  eyes and fee l  the spark tha t  ign i ted dur ing your  f ir st  k iss .  

When you  take your  r ings to  the  fami ly jewel ler  for  a  po li sh,  remember the but ter f l ies 

that  f lut tered in  your  stomach dur ing the proposa l .  

As you are  hand washing the l ingerie  you received at  your  br idal  sho wer ,  think of  a l l  th e 

fun we had that  a fte rnoon.  

Take out  those mar t ini  glasses  you’l l  ge t  from Aunt  (name) and Uncle (name) and  take 

your  t ime to  savour  the cockta i l  instead of s lamming i t  l ike we during a l l  th e 

bacheloret te  par ty hoopla.  

When (groom) br ings  you f lowers  on your  f irs t  anniversary,  put  them in th e vase  you’l l  

rece ive from cousin (name) and p ic ture the beaut i ful  bouquet  you carr ied wi th you do wn 

the a isle .  

When you prepare a  specia l  meal  in the fancy cookware from your  Mom and Dad,  or  even 

jus t  bro wn a p iece of bread in the toas ter  they bought for  you,  le t  i t  take  you back to  the 

delicious meal  we are shar ing today.  

And several  years from no w, when you are dancing to  your  wedding song on the CD 

player  you got  fro m your  brother  (or  si ster) ,  rel i sh the feel ing that  man you love is  s t i l l  

holding you in  his arms,  jus t  l ike  he d id during your  f ir st  dance  as husband  and wife .  

 

I t  i s  these l i t t le  pear ls  o f wisdom tha t  have  sus tained the marr iages in our  fami ly for  

genera t ions.  I  hope one day you wi l l  pass this small  legacy to  your  o wn child ren on the ir  

wedding day.  Congratulat ions and (groom),  welcome to  the  fami ly!  

Maid of Honor Speech 6 - Childhood Friend 

When (br ide)  and I  were  l i t t le  gir l s ,  we dreamed about our  wedding day.  We discussed 

centre pieces and  honeymoons and  where to  hold the recep tion.  We dressed up in my 

mom's  gown,  vei l ,  and  gloves and pract iced walki ng down the aisle .  Sometimes we even 

sto le  our  bouquet  from the dining room table,  si t t ing in a  vase my parents received as a  

wedding gi f t .  

 

We even knew who the groom would  be:  David Cassidy or  Tom Cruise or  Lei f  Gar ret t ,  

depending who was on the cover  o f  our  teen magazines.  I t  was a l l  so  easy back them 

because our  imagina tions had no  l imi ts .  And  a twelve -year  age d i ffe rence be tween you 

and  the ce lebr i ty groom you 'd  never  met  could  never  stand  in the way of  true love.  

 

As we grew up,  the styl e  o f the gown changed  as did  the  color  o f the br idesmaid dresses.  

The per fect  man swi tched fro m a TV heart throb to  the (name),  cutes t  guy in 7th grade.  

The de tai l s  di ffered from year  to  year  but  the d ream a lways  remained  the same: to  f ind 

the who was per fect  for  you and  dec lare your  love in front  o f fami ly and fr iends.  

Fol lowed by a wedding recep tion tha t  would have made Mar tha (Stewar t)  drool ,  o f 

course.  Ho w wonder ful  tha t  your  dream has  come true .  Congra tula t ions to  you bo th and  

may you spend the res t  of your  l ives ful f i l l ing each other 's  dreams.  
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Maid of Honor Speeches 7 - Good Friend who is Finally 
Getting Married 

Finally!  Remember the t imes we sat  through another  fr iend’s wedding,  fi l led wi th the 

hope  tha t  someday,  i t  would be one  of u s up there.  Gone are the  lone ly nights we talked 

unt i l  the  ear ly hours,  crying over  the fear  tha t  i t  might  never  be one of  us up there .  

 

Say goodbye  to  bad bl ind dates and re lent less pester ing by tha t  co -worker  who was  

always  trying to  fix you up wi th the wrong guy.  Say goodbye  to  scanning a l l  those sad  

prof i les on the  Internet  dating s i tes,  looking for  someone to  peak your  interest .  

 

How happy are  you that  you wi l l  never  again have to  f ight  wi th the o ther  s ingle  gir ls  to  

catch the  bouquet?  Can you believe you ac tual ly  ge t  to  be the one tossing the bouquet  

this t ime?  

 

Well ,  I  sure can.  I  a lways  could.  I  knew dur ing those awkward introduct ions at  happy 

hour ,  when one of our  f r iends invited a  single guy and didn’t  te l l  you.  I  knew when you 

were secre t ly p ickin g out  your  own wedding go wn on al l  those  shopping tr ips for  the 

other  gir l s  who were engaged.  I  confess I  got  a  l i t t le  worr ied  when you star ted  dat ing 

Mr.  Wrong.  What was his name? The guy we cal led “please don’t  le t  her  marry him.” I  

knew there were be tte r  things in store for  you.  And,  thankfully,  you did too.  

 

And then there was (groom).  The guy we ca lled  “the dude we l ike.”  I  remember when 

you f ir st  to ld  me he  could be “the one.” I  could jus t  picture i t .  (Groom) down on one 

knee,  asking you to  make him t he happies t  man in the world,  o ffer ing you that  beauti ful  

diamond r ing,  you in tha t  gorgeous go wn,  me making this  speech.  

 
It may have been many years in the making, but (groom) was certainly worth waiting for. It is so great to finally 
see you so happy! 

  

Maid of Honor Speech 8 - College Friend or Sorority Sister 
Old fr iends a re great  but  I  say co llege fr iends are even bet ter .  (Br ide)  and I  became 

fr iends in  col lege.  We were both very proud members  o f ( soror i ty,  c lub,  or  spor t  team).  

We 've seen each other  through term papers and f inals,  l ight  night  par t ies fo l lo wed by 

ear ly morning classes,  bad boyfr iend break -ups and  good boyfr iend make -ups,  ski  t r ips 

dur ing winter  break and beach tr ips for  spr ing break,  f irs t  day of freshman y ear  a l l  the  

way through to  graduation.  I t  would no t  have been the same wi thout you.  In  fac t ,  i t  was 

better  because we d id i t  a l l  toge ther .  

 

As I  watch you graduate  fro m your  single l i fe  and enrol l  in your  new term as  (groom) 's  

wife ,  I  see  a  br ight  future a head .  From changing your  name on your  socia l  secur i ty card 

to  joint  tax returns,  la te  night  c ravings to  ear ly morning feeding,  s i l ly a rguments and  

romant ic  apo logies ,  more ski  t r ips in  winter  and beach vaca tions in summer,  from this 

spec ia l  day through the  bes t  graduation of a l l :  r et irement.  I t  wouldn ' t  be the same 

wi thout you so I 'm glad we ' l l  keep do ing i t  together .  

 

So I  propose a  toast  to  (alma mat ter)  for  developing such f ine a lumnae and  (soror i ty,  

c lub,  or  spor t  team) for  making us such good  fr iends.  
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  Maid of Honor Speech 9 - Sister-In-Law 

Let me be the f ir st  to  o ff icial ly say “welcome to  the fami ly.”  We couldn ' t  be happier  tha t  

(groom)  has chosen such an amazing woman to  add to  the (groom's las t  name) c lan.  

 

We welcome you as si s ter - in- law,  [ step  mot her  ( i f  appropr ia te)]  cousin,  daughter - in-law,  

niece ,  and aunt.  We take  you into  our  homes for  the hol idays  and in our  hear ts  forever .  

Some of  those   hol iday wi l l  be  fun whi le  others wi l l  be  trying.  The seasons wi l l  change 

but  our  love for  you wi l l  s tay th e same.  

 

We ask that  you take us  as we are:  chipper ,  melancholy,  op timis t ic ,  real i st ic ,  zany,  s toic ,  

open,  guarded ,  ear ly b ird ,  night  owl ,  loud ,  sof t  spoken,  gent le ,  f i rm,  sweet ,  and reserved 

because i t  takes al l  these di ffe rent  types o f  people to  make  a f ami ly.  

 

Now, i f  any of this scares you,  I  remind you tha t  i t ' s  too  la te .  Your one of us no w! But  

the good news i s  tha t  we 're  a l l  in i t  toge ther ;  bound by b lood and  marr iage and 

strengthened through love and fr iendship.  As our  fami ly continues  to  grow and c hange 

through joyful  add it ions  l ike  this  one and  sor rowful departures,  we hope tha t  you wi l l  

t ruly feel  l ike one  of us.  Because,  as o f today,  you are a  (groom's  last  name).  Welcome,  

si s ter ,  and congratulat ions!  
 

 

  Maid of Honor Speech 10 - General 

 

I 've heard that  when two people get  marr ied,  the i r  nup tials  have a posit ive e ffect  on the ir  

communi ty.  Like someone dropping a pebble into  st i l l  water ,  your  love sends out  r ipples 

of happiness to  everyone around you.  I t  br ings joy to  those  who have a lready said ,  “I  do” 

as they fondly remember  thei r  wedding day.  I t  br ings hope to  those who are st i l l  looking 

for  tha t  spec ia l  so meone .  And i t  shows young children what they have to  look forward to  

when they gro w up.  

 

Two people brought together  by the  bonds  of love and u ni ted in marr iage are a  powerful  

force.  You br ing happiness to  those who are here to  bear  wi tness  and those who couldn ' t  

a t tend,  but  carry you in their  hear ts .  

 

May your  love remain st rong to  sus ta in you dur ing t imes  of struggle and  enrich the  good 

t imes you wi l l  share together .  May i t  cont inue to  send those r ipples  o f happiness to  al l  

of us.  Congratula t ions!  

 
 
 
 
 
 

  


